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before all the world, that he seemed to forget the rank which he held in the
Church, only when God's honour called upon him to exert his authority;
and the natural warmth and vehemence of his temper was no more to be
discerned in his actions, only in the fervour and constancy with which he
underwent all manner of labours and dangers for the cause of God and
his Church. The new converts received with the faith a share of the same
Spirit. They persevered in the participation of the holy mysteries and in
prayer, and, selling all their possessions, gave the price to the apostles to
be distributed among the poor brethren* Their humility, simplicity of
heart, meekness, patience, and joy in suffering were such that they seemed
on a sudden to be transformed into angels, to use the expression of St
Chrysostom,1 so perfectly were they disengaged from the earth* The
abundant effusion of the Holy Ghost, the advantage of persecutions, and
the inflamed words and example of the apostles, effected this change in
their hearts by the power of the right hand of the Most High.

The preaching of the apostles received a sanction from a wonderful
miracle, by which St Peter and St John raised the admiration of the people.
These two apostles, going to the temple at three o'clock in the afternoon,
which was one of the hours for public prayer among the Jews, they saw
a man who was lame from his birth and was begging alms at the gate of
the temple which was called The Beautiful; and being moved with com-
passion, St Peter commanded him, in the name of Jesus Christ, to arise
and walk. These words were no sooner spoken but the cripple found
himself perfectly whole, and St Peter lifting him up, he entered into the
temple walking, leaping, and praising God. After this miracle St Peter
made a second sermon to the people, the effect of which was the conversion
of five thousand persons. Upon this the priests and Sadducees, moved
with envy and jealousy, prevailed upon the captain of the guard of the
temple to come up with a troop of soldiers under his command and seize
the two apostles and put them into prison, upon pretence of a sedition.
Next morning they were summoned before the great court of the Sanhedrim,
in which Annas, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander appeared busiest in carrying
on the prosecution against them. The point of the sedition was waived,
because groundless; and St Peter boldly declared that it was in the name of
Jesus, in which all men must be saved, that the cripple had been made sound.
The judges not being able to contest or stifle the evidence of the miracle,
contented themselves with giving the apostles a severe charge not to preach
any more the name of Jesus. But to their threats St Peter resolutely replied:
" Whether it be just to obey you rather than God, be you yourselves
judges." The two apostles, being discharged, returned to the other dis-
ciples, and after they had prayed together, the house was shaken, for a
miraculous sign of the divine protection; and the whole company found
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